Rolf – Russia’s Leader in New Foreign Car Sales for a Fourth Consecutive Year
Moscow (30 January 2008) The Rolf Group, Russia’s leading automotive business today confirmed that it was the leading retailer of new foreign cars in Russia for the fourth consecutive year recording record sales and revenues.

In total in 2007, the Group sold some 137,000 cars, an increase of more than 37% over 2006 on a like for like basis*.  Of these more than 66,000 were sold through the Rolf Retail network, with the remainder being sold through the Group’s distribution operations.  The Group’s Retail division recorded total revenues of over USD 2 billion from sales, servicing and other activities.
Commenting on the performance, Vardan Dashtoyan Chief Executive of Rolf Retail said “We are very satisfied with the development of the retail business in 2007.  We continue to lead the market, not only in terms of sales and revenues but also with regard to quality of service and customer care.  Rolf Retail dealerships are the dealerships of choice”.

Rolf Retail also confirmed plans for five new dealerships which are expected to be open in 2009 covering Mitsubishi, Volkswagen, Toyota and Lexus as part of a USD 200 million investment programme.  Rolf Retail expects to sell more than 75,000 new cars in 2008. 

“The development of our dealership network is of central importance to Rolf” said Dashtoyan “Of course we have to recognise that this takes time.  Our focus for 2008 will be on maintaining momentum and reinforcing customer relationships as we prepare to further accelerate retail sales growth in 2009”.

Today also saw the launch of the new www.rolf.ru website which sets a new benchmark in the way dealerships communicate with the public. 

Rolf Retail highlights in 2007 included:

The opening of new Peugeot and Mazda dealerships in St Petersburg

The start of the acquisition of AutoPrime in St Petersburg

Five brands added to the portfolio – Land Rover, Lexus, Renault, Toyota and Volkswagen

Customer service awards from Peugeot and Audi

Rolf Retail is the largest dealer in Russia for Mitsubishi, Hyundai and Ford and is the second largest Mazda dealer.  It operates the largest Mazda and Mitsubishi dealerships in the world by sales volume

* excluding Hyundai distribution sales 
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